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(Washington, DC) Interest has grown steadily since the
American Humanist Association (AHA) launched the
first nontheistic legal center in the nation's capital, the
Appignani Humanist Legal Center (AHLC), by filing
what has become a controversial church-state separation
case. The litigation emerged as a result of practices
during the recent midterm elections as monitored by
thousands of AHA members nationwide.

Churches are the most common polling locations in
America. Some churches cover their religious symbols
at this time out of respect for the principle of
government neutrality on religion. But not all do so.
Humanists decided it was time to learn to what extent
religious proselytizing took place at the polls. "We put
out a call to our members whose polling places were
churches, asking them to report what they saw," said

AHA President Mel Lipman, speaking at a Washington
DC press conference on November 29. "The response
was shocking."

"An Illinois member voted in a church that displayed a
four-foot wooden crucifix right above the election
judges," said AHLC attorney James Hurley at the same
press conference. "Another member in California was
confronted with a large marble plaque dedicated to the
'unborn children' who are 'killed' by abortion and
containing a quote from the Bible justifying the notion
that the soul is alive in the womb. And a New York
member voted in a room featuring large religious
slogans on the wall behind the voting machines."

Hurley, along with attorney Barry Silver of Boca Raton,
Florida, has taken one of the most egregious and
well-documented cases, that of plaintiff Jerry
Rabinowitz who was assigned to vote at Emmanuel
Catholic Church in Delray Beach, Florida. The case,
Rabinowitz v. Anderson, filed November 29, alleges
that, to enter the polling place, Rabinowitz was forced 

(Unconstitutional continues on page 4 )
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Meetings and Notices
HALVASON is joining its monthly forum with the Unitarian-Universalist Congregation of Las Vegas (UUCLV)
Humanist Forum.  This will result in a change of both time and location for the monthly forum.  The joint forum will
take place the first Sunday of each month at 11:30 a.m.  The location of the forums is the UUCLV facilities at 3616
East Lake Mead Blvd., east of Pecos.

Halvason’s speaker series and question and answer meetings are held on the third Sunday of every month at 2:00 p.m.
The location for these meetings is  the Las Vegas Library Program Room at 833 Las Vegas Boulevard North. 

The public is encouraged to attend all HALVASON meetings.

 Sunday, January 7 at 11:30 a.m.
UUCLV facilities at 3616 East Leake Mead Blvd
Forum: Ten Commandments on public property

The recent spate of lawsuits surrounding the presence on public property of monuments of the Ten Commandments
goes to the violation of separation of church and state under the First Amendment to the US Constitution. In the
majority of such suits, removal of such monuments has been directed by the courts. There remain, however, other
concerns regarding the relevance of these commandments to what we have achieved in the evolution by democratic
process of our diverse culture. Paul LaCombe will facilitate the Humanist Forum as it examines other aspects of
the "decalogue".

Sunday, January 21 at 2:00 p.m.
Las Vegas Library Program Room, 833 Las Vegas Boulevard North

Speakers: Mel Lipman and Lori Lipman Brown
Topic: The End of Constitutional Democracy

Humanist Group formed at Unitarian Universalist Congregation

UUCLV will be hosting monthly forums on the first Sunday of each month. This is an in-house forum, where the
ideals and challenges of Humanism can enjoy further expression.  These forums are open to the public.  In addition
to the forum described above, the following forums are planned. 

February 4th: While much of our country's direction from Washington seems condemned to pass through the
filter of fundamentalism, the recent mid-term congressional elections offer some hope that an apocalyptic mind-set
can be tempered if not stiffled in the new Congress. In this light, Mary Fuller will spearhead forum on the topic:
How can UU and Humanist values support a return to "Constitutional Government"?
 
March 4th: In his best-seller "The End of Faith", Sam Harris insists that tolerance for religious beliefs and the
myths they propagate has backfired, putting us in the ditch as we confront a rising global tide of religious
fundamentalism. This presence threatens our success as a diverse and multi-cultural society. Bill Stone will put this
phenomenon in perspective when he facilitates our HUUmanist ForUUm with "Where in our DNA is the gene for
religion?"
 
If you have any questions, please contact Paul LaCombe on lacombe613@msn.com or 437-9862.



Page 3                                             HALVASON Newsletter                                                   January 2007

Minutes of HALVASON Board Meeting,  
held December 3, 2006 
 
Attendees: Bill Jacobs, Carl Kaun, Paul LaCombe,
Mel Lipman and John Powers.
  
Minutes: Minutes from the November Board Meeting
were approved.
 
Treasurer's Report: Current balance in HALVASON's
account is $6,162.00.
 
Future Speakers: John suggested exploring ways of
attracting "big name" speakers. It may not be possible
to get someone famous, but maybe someone
prominent in their field. There are funds for such
speakers.
 
Publicity: Carl suggested that the HALVASON be
listed under "Religious Organizations" for hotel guests
in Las Vegas. Another suggestion is that HALVASON
send notification of any item on the calendar worthy
of media attention to:

* Emily Bristol & Matt O'Brien, editors of City Life -
phone: 871-6780 x350
 * Dana Gentry, organizer of the John Ralston Show -
phone: 210-5597; email: dgentry@KLASTV.com
* Allan Stock & Heidi Harris Show - phone: 889-7452
* Vince Bronowitz, editorial board of the RJ and a
libertarian
*  John Prisby, articles on Humanism for the RJ

Also Carl will have his name added to the AHA Press
Releases distribution. After discussing placing an ad
in the RJ, it was decided that such publicity is not cost
effective.
 
Solstice Party: John will send out a short version of
Robert Dalling's invitation to the Solstice Party. Bill
stated that having this party be a fund raiser is a poor
idea as there is no way to know who contributed what
for tax purposes. Loretta will coordinate the RSVPs.
 
First Sunday Forums & Board Meeting: Halvason will
no longer reserve the library for the first Sunday of
each month as the forum were not well attended. The
Board meeting will now meet on the third Sunday at

12:00 noon just before the Program.
 
Forums with HUUmanists: The Unitarian Universalist
Congregation of Las Vegas (UUCLV) HUUmanist
Group has invited Halvason members to join their
discussion group on the first Sundays of each month
starting on January 7th at 11:30am until 1:00pm. Paul
will send Carl an article on this for the HALVASON
Newsletter.
 
New Officers for 2007: Deadline for the nominations
was advanced to November 30th. Paul reported that
no new interest was shown for the Board. Mike
Plaistead and Paul are both completing their terms on
the Board and will not be renewing in 2007. Mel
suggested that it is better to approach people about
joining the Board on a face-to-face basis. Mel
suggested that the 2007 Board constitute a
"brainstorm" of ideas on talks, issues and other items.  
 
Thanks to Robert Dalling: John will write a "Thank
You" letter, which all the Board members will sign. 
 
AHA Award: Mel suggested that next year
HALVASON make an AHA award to a citizen in the
community who has performed an outstanding service
on a social issue of relevance.
 
Future Programs: January 21st, Mel will speak on
"End of Constitutional Democracy". 
 
Thank You Letter to Kurt Regner: Carl will put Paul's
letter thanking Kurt on letterhead. He will send it back
to Paul to sign from the Board. 
  
The next Board meeting will be on January 21st at
12:00noon at the Library. 

Respectfully submitted,
Paul LaCombe, Secretary  

 Please send article submissions and letters to the
editor to carl@halvason.org

The articles, submissions, and other material in the
HALVASON newsletter do not necessarily reflect
the views of HALVASON or its parent not-for-
profit American Humanist Association.
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(Unconstitutional continued from page 1)

to walk past a church-sponsored "pro-life" banner
framed by multiple giant crosses before even entering
the church to cast his vote. Then, in the voting area
itself, he observed many religious symbols in plain
view, both surrounding the election judges and in
direct line above the voting machines. He took
photographs (right) that will be entered in evidence.

The Appignani Humanist Legal Center consists of
over two dozen humanist lawyers from around the
country, backed by thousands of humanists from coast
to coast, who seek to have humanist values
represented in the legal arena. This launch is in direct
response to recent influence exerted by the religious
right under the Bush administration to damage
Thomas Jefferson's wall of church-state separation.

"George W. Bush has been busy appointing
conservative Christian judges who don't support the
separation of church and state," said AHA Executive
Director Roy Speckhardt at the press conference.
"And year after year we're seeing government
intruding further and further into the religious sphere."

"The Appignani Humanist Legal Center will work to
make sure that the First Amendment to our
Constitution is honored," Lipman added. "More than
that, though, the Center will pick cases that highlight
our cause to the broader public. By working on these
and drawing attention to injustices, the Appignani
Humanist Legal Center will educate Americans on the
importance of religious liberty and the plight of
humanists in the United States."

The full text of all statements made at last week's
press conference, as well as photographs to be entered
as evidence, are online at:
http://www.humanistlegalcenter.org/cases/cp/chuchpo
lling.html

Congressman Virgil Goode Needs Civics

Lesson, say Humanists: Anti-Muslim Position

Contrary to the Law of the Land

Washington DC, December 20, 2006

"By his recent letter, House member Virgil Goode has
displayed a shocking lack of respect for those of his
constituents who don't share his Christian faith: not
only Muslims but Jews, Hindus, Buddhists, Wiccans,
atheists, humanists and others," said Mel Lipman, a
constitutional lawyer and president of the American
Humanist Association. "If Virgil Goode is to continue
serving in Congress, he needs a refresher course in
basic American civics."

Lipman's comment was part of the indignation
expressed today by American Humanist Association
leaders when they saw for the first time the text of a
letter sent by Rep. Virgil Goode (R-VA) to his
constituents on December 7. In that letter Goode writes
that "if American citizens don't wake up and adopt the
Virgil Goode position on immigration there will likely
be many more Muslims elected to office." He added
that we need to "end the diversity visas policy pushed
hard by President Clinton and allowing many persons
from the Middle East to come to this country" so as to
"preserve the values and beliefs traditional to the
United States of America."

In response, Lipman added, "Goode should have
learned that 'the values and beliefs traditional to the
United States of America' are that of secular
government in a pluralistic society."

The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution opens
with the words, "Congress shall make no law
respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting
the free exercise thereof." And the 1796 U.S. treaty
with the Muslim nation of Tripoli says, "the
government of the United States of America is not in
any sense founded on the Christian Religion." This
treaty was approved by Congress in the administration
of John Adams. And these documents constitute part of
the "supreme Law of the Land" as defined in Article VI
of the Constitution.

(Virgil Goode continued on page 5)
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(Virgil Goode continued from page 4)
 

The American Humanist Association has long held
that the American principle of government neutrality
on religion requires that no official favoritism or
hostility be shown to those of any religion or no
religion. Consistent with this view, the organization
has supported the use of secular oaths for all
government offices. In his letter, however, Goode
takes the opposite position, writing, "When I raise my
hand to take the oath on Swearing In Day, I will have
the Bible in my other hand. I do not subscribe to using
the Koran [sic] in any way."

"Properly speaking," Lipman concluded, "neither the
Bible nor the Quran, nor any other holy book, should
be used at any swearing-in ceremony for any public
office. Those we elect must represent and serve all of
their constituents, not just those who are adherents of
their favored faith."

Hostettler has been a previous supporter of
legislative measures that would allow for religious
organizations to play a greater role in government. In
2002, he supported The House of Worship and
Political Speech Protection Act (HR 2357), which
would have altered the tax code to allow religiously
affiliated groups to carry out political campaign
activities and still maintain their tax-exempt status.
The motion to suspend House rules to allow
consideration of this measure was defeated and the bill
was rejected.

With passage in the House this bill now moves to the
Senate. “The American Humanist Association is
committed to defeating this bill in the Senate,” added
Speckhardt. “After all, if legal fees can be denied to
attorneys defending religious liberty, which one of our
freedoms will be next? Will there be no more legal
fees for free press and free speech cases?”

The Atheist’s Eternal Life

By Bill Jacobs 

Two emotions that religions seem to exploit to attract
and hold followers is the fear of death and the hope of
living forever.  Different faith’s have different flavors. 

Maybe somewhere down through the ages someone
got the bright idea that since everybody dreams of
living forever, why not package this idea into their
religion--sounds like a winner.  In fact, it is a winner;
so much so, that almost all religions have incorporated
some form of this into their own brand.  Some preach
about heaven, reincarnation, 72 virgins, sitting on the
right hand of God, etc. I must admit that sitting on a
hand for eternity doesn’t have much appeal to me.
Seventy-two virgins, maybe.  

Even the early explorer (Juan Ponce de Leon) believed
that the fountain of youth was somewhere in Florida;
probably some clergy told him that.  I wonder if that
was the start of the Southern Baptist?  Of course, none
address the problem of memory.  I heard someone say
that if one was to come back to life and had no
memory of the previous life, what would be the point?

If believers can fantasize about eternal life, why can’s
atheist?  Knowing that living forever is a matter of
memory, here is my science fiction fantasy.  Before I
die, I find a way to download every memory in my
brain onto a computer hard drive and leave
instructions that this memory be uploaded into another
human being, maybe a clone (although not necessary). 
Then when this person receives the new memory, he
would think he is me.  All of his memory would be
mine, growing up, going to school, and all of my adult
experiences as well as  all relationships through life;
some I might want to erase. 

Who knows, maybe someday there will be technology
to do something crazy like this; after all it wasn’t too
long ago that people thought that cloning was science
fiction, going to the moon was an impossible dream
and that the idea of the earth orbiting the sun was
heresy. 

Of course, you will want to continually update your
memory disc in case you die unexpectedly.
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Message from 2006 President John Powers

 

This term has been a difficult one for the Board.  As
much as we ask, getting even an hour a week from
members is worse than pulling teeth.  We have already
been discussing a whole reshaping of the group.  Our
inability to get new members is a reflection of
member's unwillingness to do anything but attend
Third Sunday meetings.

One thing changing is the First Sunday Forums.  They
will be held at the Universalist Building from 11:30 to
1:30 every First Sunday.  The Web site will be
updated over the next couple of months, changing the
look as well as the Substance.  E.G. any member's
letter or material printed in another newspaper, etc.,
will be posted on the web site, building an archive
available for reference.  Same for the newsletter.  It,
too, will also be compiled on the web, as well as
retaining the usual email and optional mailed copies
for those who do not have computers.

The Slate for the new board received NO submissions
from the membership.  I have for years wrestled with
the basic responsibility of building membership with
people, events, and programs, but we have remained
relatively flat this year in membership.  What can I and
the board do?  When we get no input from the
membership, no contributions to the newsletter, no
forum attendance, what can we do.

But I still remain hopeful.  Whoever our new president
turns out to be, the problems remain the same.  We
need contributions (tax deductions) directly to
Halvason to impliment new plans and ideas.  And we
need to hear from you.  Halvason is your group; not
mine, not the board's, but yours.

Include Halvason in your New Year's Resolutions.  A
group which is static is a group going, and growing,
nowhere.

At the same time, we have many committed
Humanists attending our meetings, and my thanks and
love go out to each and every one of you.

I look forward to seeing you at our December 17th
Soltice Party.  A separate email and directions will be

put out soon, and will also be on our website.  I'll see
you there!
 
John Powers
biglion@cox.net
642-5222

The Humanist gets makeover

Contact: Fred Edwords, (202) 238-9088,
fedwords@americanhumanist.org

(Washington, D.C., December 15, 2006) The
Humanist magazine, established in 1941, has received
a makeover for 2007 under its new editor, Jennifer
Bardi. The January/February 2007 issue, released
today, will begin reaching subscribers and appearing
on newsstands this week. This edition is the first to
feature a revamped Up Front section, which includes
illuminating research results, quotes from notable
humanists and other like-minded luminaries, and
relevant commentary from back issues of twenty-five
and fifty years ago.

The cover story, by John Buell, examines future
possibilities for modern transportation. Buell urges us
to refigure modern transportation in a more
environmentally friendly way that would improve our
personal lives. Nobel laureate Herbert Hauptman
illustrates the potential of basic science by connecting
a series of past discoveries to a modern
application-–x-ray crystallography-–and its ultimate
contribution to the betterment of human health. And
the Humanist Interview features renowned linguist,
skeptic, and social critic Noam Chomsky. He
discusses the human animal, the religious right, a
collapse of secular nationalism, and the politics of
fear.

Though it has a new look, the Humanist magazine as
always remains committed to its core: critical inquiry
and social concern from a Humanist perspective,
presenting moral dilemmas, exposing various rights
abuses, and grappling with the challenges of life in the
21st century, with an eye toward solutions.

(Humanist continues on page 7)



Page 7                                             HALVASON Newsletter                                                   January 2007
 

(Humanist continued from page 6)

In addition to the print magazine, the Humanist
Online is being redesigned as well, with selected
articles in PDF format, new web-only content, and a
link to the Humanist News blog, an interactive forum
for commentary on breaking news and political
activities. The new website will appear today around
noon. More changes will follow. The website is
located at www.thehumanist.org.

“Readers of the Humanist operate from a rational
philosophy informed by science, inspired by art, and
motivated by compassion,” says Humanist magazine
editor Jennifer Bardi. “As such, they want a magazine
that not only points out what’s going wrong in the
world but also what’s going right. They like a good
challenge, sharp wit, and are vitally interested in the
human potential for problem solving. And that’s
exactly what we’re going to give them.”

Bardi is a former science editor from San Diego,
California.

Yes Virginia, Humanists Celebrate the

Holidays Too!

Contact: Fred Edwords, (202) 238-9088
fedwords@americanhumanist.org

(Washington, D.C., December 18, 2006) Something
positive lies just below the surface of the current
culture-war fray surrounding the holiday season.

Of course, certain holiday displays on government
land are still mired in church-state separation
controversy. Some businesses still wrestle with the
question of whether to wish customers “Happy
Holidays” or a “Merry Christmas.” And some
religious groups strive each year to “put Christ back
into Christmas.” But as all this goes on, a growing
number of humanists set aside December 23rd as
“HumanLight,” a time for quiet celebration and
friendly conviviality.

Humanists have no belief in a god. But they know
that human beings all over the world, from

pre-Christian times to the present, have celebrated the
arrival of winter as a special time of year. Because of
this, the winter holidays are, to humanists and to
others, an observance that is truly human--something
that fills a human need for celebration and
togetherness in everyone.

To give their own unique flavor to the holidays,
humanists developed something for themselves.
Commencing with the beginning of the new
millennium, they developed HumanLight. And today
that celebration has spread from coast to coast in the
United States and overseas.

“Humanist families have a desire to enjoy the holiday
season in many of the same ways that other people
do,” said AHA Executive Director Roy Speckhardt,
father of two. “Yuletide celebrations became
secularized in the United States in the early
nineteenth century. So humanists and other nontheists
have been participating in their own ways for a long,
long time. Now humanists have a special way of
celebrating the season.”

“My family and I have practiced holiday gift giving in
a humanist spirit since my first child was born in
1984,” said Fred Edwords, director of
communications for the American Humanist
Association. “Now that my daughters are adults, they
still enjoy the holidays in this way.”

Joe Fox inaugurated HumanLight as a specific
humanist observance in 2001 and has established a
HumanLight website at http://www.humanlight.org/ .
He and his family, along with other families, are
available for interview. You may contact Joe Fox at
the following address to interview him and get
contacts for other families:

Millions of nontheistic people--whether they call
themselves humanists, freethinkers, atheists,
agnostics, or brights--recognize and observe this
season in ways that are both unique and inclusive.
HumanLight brings them all together.
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JOIN HALVASON AND THE AMERICAN HUMANIST ASSOCIATION

By joining the American Humanist Association (AHA), you will help to strengthen the voice of Humanism
nationally and receive the following benefits:

* A one-year membership in HALVASON, the Las Vegas AHA chapter
* The monthly membership HALVASON Newsletter, distributed by e-mail
* A one-year (6 issues) subscription to the Humanist magazine (newsstand price $28.50)
* A one-year (6 issues) subscription to the Free Mind, the AHA membership newsletter.
* Invitations to American Humanist Association conferences and seminars.
* Voting privileges. Use the power of your vote to direct the course of the organization.
* Discounts on conferences, books, audio, video tapes, Humanist jewelry, and AHA speciality items.
* Special bonus: a complimentary copy of Corliss Lamont’s classic book, The Philosophy of Humanism

To join via secure website, go to www.americanhumanist.org/secure/join.html or call 1-800-837-3792

To join by mail, complete the form below and mail with a check payable to American Humanist Association.

Please note that a portion of your dues is sent back to our local group to support its continuing operation.

Membership Information:

Student Membership . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $25.00
Introductory Membership . . . . . . . . . . . . .35.00
Renewal Membership . . . . . . . . . . . . .   47.50
Joint Membership . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   57.50
Committee of 1000 Membership . . . . .  100.00
Life Membership . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1500.00

Mail completed form and check to:
American Humanist Association
1777 T Street, NW
Washington, DC 20009-7125

Published by the Humanist Association of Las Vegas and Southern Nevada (HALVASON), a chapter of the American
Humanist Association, a secular nonprofit organization providing a forum for Humanists and other free-thinkers in the Las
Vegas area. President: John Powers. First Vice President for Public Relations: Mel Lipman, Second Vice President and
Newsletter co-editor: Michael Plaisted. Treasurer: Bill Jacobs. Secretary: Paul LaCombe. Hospitality, Board Member: Carl
Kaun. Newsletter Editor: Robert Dalling.

Humanism: Enlightened by science, inspired by art, and motivated by love

for humanity and a strong belief in morality without supernaturalism. Visit

us at www.halvason.org or call 655-2431 for more information.

Name ____________________________________________

Address __________________________________________

City _____________________________________________

State _________________ Zip Code ___________________

e-mail ____________________________________________

Phone ____________________________________________

Membership Chapter: HALVASON



HALVASON, the Humanist Association of Las Vegas and Southern

Nevada, a chapter of the American Humanist Association, is a nonprofit,

educational organization whose main purpose is to promote Humanism as

a viable, joyous alternative to supernatural and theistic belief systems. We

promote the Jeffersonian principle of separation of religion and

government, the rights of non-religious people in our society, free inquiry

and thought, a naturalistic view of the universe and a reason-based, secular

ethical system. Our membership is open to all like-minded people without

regard to race, age, gender, sexual orientation, or physical disability. 

HALVASON
PO BOX 363897
N LAS VEGAS, NV 
89030-9998


