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Joyce Carol Oates to be named 2007 Humanist 
of the Year at AHA Conference

An American Humanist Association Announcement

March 1, 2007

Joyce Carol Oates, Robin Morgan, Paul Kurtz, C.
Welton Gaddy, and Steven R. Benson headline the
forthcoming AHA Conference

Literary giant Joyce Carol Oates will receive the 2007
Humanist of the Year Award at the AHA's 66th
annual conference. Called "Blazing a Humanist Trail,"
this exciting event will be held June 7-10, 2007, at the
Red Lion Hotel on the River in Portland, Oregon. A
three-time nominee for the Pulitzer Prize, Oates will
do a book signing after her acceptance talk on Friday
evening, June 8. Copies of her most well known
humanistic works will be on sale at the Humanist
Bookstore.

Also taking the award podium will be Humanist
Heroine Robin Morgan, a feminist leader and former
editor of MS. Magazine; Humanist Arts Awardee
Steve Benson, one of the top ten editorial cartoonists
in the nation; Humanist Religious Liberty Awardee C.
Welton Gaddy, president of the Interfaith Alliance;
and Humanist Lifetime Achievement Awardee Paul

Kurtz, president of the Center for Inquiry.

Also featured will be stimulating breakout sessions on
such topics as nonviolence, international human
rights, reproductive rights, church-state separation,
science and religion, the evolution of religion,
Humanism in the UUA, living the Humanist lifestyle,
the AHA's media campaign, how to perform Humanist
weddings, and how Humanists can lobby politicians.
Moreover, there will be a symposium for Humanist
grassroots organizers and activists, a special mini
course in Humanism offered by the Humanist
Institute, a panel of international Humanist aid
workers addressing Humanist humanitarianism, and a
child and youth program with an intergenerational
component. (So bring the kids!)

Beyond this, Humanist videos will be offered as well
as musical entertainment at each of the gala banquets.
A dramatic play about Robert G. Ingersoll is also
planned, along with a hilarious auction conducted by
Arthur Jackson performing as a wild tent evangelist! 

(Conference continues on page 3)
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Remember that HALVASON has joined its monthly forum with the Unitarian-Universalist Congregation of Las
Vegas (UUCLV) Humanist Forum, changing both the time and location of the monthly forum.

Halvason’s speaker series and question and answer meetings are held on the third Sunday of every month at 2:00
p.m.  The location for these meetings is  the Las Vegas Library Program Room at 833 Las Vegas Boulevard North. 

The public is encouraged to attend all HALVASON meetings.  HALVASON meetings are highlighted in the
following chronological list of events of interest to HALVASON members.

Sunday, March 18 at 2:00 p.m.

Las Vegas Library Program Room, 833 Las Vegas Boulevard North

Speaker: Dr. Craig Walton, UNLV Emeritus Professor

Topic: Can Non-Theists be Moral?

Dr. Walton is UNLV Emeritus Professor of Ethics and Policy Studies, and President of the Nevada Center for
Public Ethics.  Please join us for this discussion of a highly relevant and politically and emotionally charged
subject..

Tuesday, March 20 at 7:00 p.m.

 Jason's Deli, 3910 S. Maryland Parkway (just north of Flamingo)

 Las Vegas Atheists Meetup

The Atheist Meetups are fun, social events held the third Tuesday of each month.  HALVASON does not sponsor
this event, but considers it to be of possible interest to members.

Friday, April 7 at 6:00 p.m.

The Grill in Holsum Lofts, at 241 W. Charleston Blvd.

First Friday

First Friday is a monthly arts festival in downtown Las Vegas, occurring on the evening of the first Friday of each
month.  HALVASON does "First Friday Freethought Style" with our friends of the Las Vegas Freethought Society
(LVFS).  We meet at The Grill at around 6:00 p.m. for a snack or dinner, and follow the route subsequently.  
Holsum Lofts is across from Grand Central Parkway, and is one of the stops on the trolley (free).

Sunday, April 1 at 11:30 a.m.

UUCLV facilities at 3616 East Lake Mead Blvd.

Forum: Global Warming: an Opportunity to Right a Wrong

William M. Brown, an eminent earth scientist with the U.S. Geological Survey for 36 years, will present the global
warming story and possible solutions for discussion. He was one of the 1,000 people selected for intensive training,
with Al Gore and his expert team, to learn and present the global warming story.  Read more about this under the
topic William M. Brown to speak at HALVASON/UUCLV Forum, on page 3.
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(Conference continued from page 1)

A thrilling postconference tour of scenic Oregon
wraps up the weekend.

For regularly updated details on the conference, and to
register online, visit the AHA conference website at
www.americanhumanist.org/conference.

William M. Brown to speak at

HALVASON/UUCLV forum
(See Announcements, page 2, for time and place)

Global warming is real and it is happening faster than
expected. This is not only an issue for our children
and grandchildren, but even older people in our own
very near future.

William M. Brown, an eminent earth scientist with the
U.S. Geological Survey for 36 years, will present the
global warming story and possible solutions for your
discussion. He was one of the 1,000 people selected
for intensive training, with Al Gore and his expert
team, to learn and present the global warming story.

Bill Brown is a U.S. Government expert and author of
more than 60 research/administrative publications
Now that he is retired, Bill Brown works, as a
volunteer, with U.S. Senate and House members and
many private, government and non-profit
organizations throughout New Mexico and the Rocky
Mountain region. He speaks throughout New Mexico
and southern Colorado, primarily on sustainability and
energy issues.

He is recognized for critical publications serving
federal, state and global entities including the
President’s Council on Environmental Quality; U.S.
Department of the Interior (USDOI) agencies, Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), and the
International Mining Minerals and Sustainable
Development Project.  

“In the world of earth science, there is neither genuine
scientific disagreement about the existence of global
warming, nor is there any meaningful scientific
debate,” says Mr. Brown. He believes Al Gore has
sought to tell us a story of planetary emergency, crisis

and opportunity, truth versus fiction, and our moral
responsibility to all those living now and the future of
all humanity. It is one of the great, compelling and
moving stories of our time. “Our response to global
warming may be the most significant action we can
take as individuals and as a community in this century;
it is our chance to offer a bright and positive future for
all.” 

Letter to Editor on Science

(The following letter from HALVASON member Carl
Kaun was published in the Las Vegas Sun on February
28, under the title: Don’t let politics stop scientific
progress.  I might have added: or religion, either.)

Congratulations to Al Gore on his Oscar award for his
documentary "An Inconvenient Truth".  It would be
good if that award would to some degree unite us to
an awareness of global warming and the dangers in
that warming, but that is unlikely.  A recent poll found
that something like 40% of the U.S. population don't
even know what global warming is about. 
Additionally, many of my conservative acquaintances
deny that global warming is occurring, or that it has
human sources.  They think it's just a political ploy by
liberals.

The politics vs. science schism over global warming is
matched by a similar and widening gap between
religion and science, concerning such issues as
evolution and its teaching in public schools, stem cell
research and the origins of our ethics, among others. 
This is shameful.

Science has proved itself the only reliable method for
understanding our world and how it works, and the
religion or politics that denies that, that will not at 

(Science continues on page 4)

 Please send article submissions and letters to the
editor to carl@halvason.org

The articles, submissions, and other material in the
HALVASON newsletter do not necessarily reflect
the views of HALVASON or its parent not-for-
profit American Humanist Association.
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(Science continued from page 3)

least be informed by science, denies reality.  And
eventually, it denies a promising economic future for
those under its influence.  For at least a hundred years,
the most successful societies have been those at the
forefront of science and related innovation.

I was a boy when Sputnik was launched.  That was a
focal point that concentrated our interests in science,
although earlier agricultural and health advances had
most people, people of all religions and politics,
believing that the future of mankind lay with science. 
I believe that still, and can only wonder at those who
deny it, or politicize it, or pervert it in accordance with
some doctrine, and who by their confusion obstruct
our progress in it. 

Humanists Care About People

(On February 28, the Las Vegas Sun published an
article by nationally syndicated columnist Paul
Campos expressing support for discrimination against
non-believers.  The full text of that article can be
found on-line at:   http://www.rockymountainnews.c
om/drmn/opinion_columnists/article/0,2777,DRMN_2
3972_5380102,00.html.  AHA and HALVASON
President Mel Lipman’s letter was published on
February 4, under the title: 'Faith' not needed to care
about people.)

It's sad that University of Colorado law professor Paul
Campos would express such bigoted and irrational
ideas in his defense of discrimination against atheists
in his Feb. 28 column headlined, "Why faith, or a lack
of it, is relevant to political life."

The only legitimate statement by Campos is that "the
human race has existed for an eye-blink of
cosmological time and will certainly cease to exist in
another eye-blink or two."

But then Campos comes to the strange conclusion that
a "genuine atheist" (whatever that means) would
respond by saying, "So what?" implying that atheists
are not concerned with extinction of the human race.
That is sheer nonsense.

An atheist might say, "So what," regarding the cause of
the existence of the human race. But we certainly care
about the future of humanity.

Almost all atheists (which includes those who call
themselves humanists, agnostics, freethinkers, etc.)
believe we must be proactive in delaying the extinction
of our planet. We cannot wait for some deity to
intervene. If we don't act to save ourselves we will truly
be doomed sooner, rather than later.

Campos asserts that the desires to save ourselves "don't
make sense without a belief ... in God." Well, it should
make sense to any rational person.

We believe that the future of the human race depends
on the present actions of the human race. This makes
us, according to Campos, unqualified to be president of
our country. That is nothing more than a lame attempt
to excuse bigotry. 

World Owes Atheists Gratitude

(The following letter was published March 3rd by Las
Vegas Freethought Society member David Fredericks
under the title: World owes atheists a debt of
gratitude.)

Paul Campos is wrong in almost every particular in his
Feb. 28 column, "Why faith, or lack of it, is relevant to
political life":

Atheism is not rare; high intelligence is. That people
prefer to be led and followed by those who think as
they do is no great revelation. But the world is not
better because Muslims will follow only Muslims,
Hindus only Hindus, Christians only Christians. This
parochialism is what underpins most of the war and
strife on this planet.

Subtract the great skeptics, including atheists from this
world, and we'd still be depending on the
precariousness of the hunt for our food. The modern
world, with its roots deeply in the Renaissance and The
Enlightenment, was brought about by skeptics and
various shades of nonbelievers: Paine, Jefferson, Ben
Franklin, George Washington - deists all.

(Atheists continued on page 5).
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(Atheists continued from page 4)

The civilized world owes a huge debt to the skeptics
who lifted humankind from centuries of darkness and
ignorance. Immerse yourself in the company of
geneticists, biologists, physicists, philosophers and
great authors, and you'll find yourself in the company
of mostly nonbelievers.

Few know more about religion than atheists; few are
more tolerant of diversity than atheists; and few live by
higher standards and ethics than atheists. Study
Darwin, Bertrand Russell, Will Durant, Isaac Asimov,
Robert Ingersoll and thousands more to see what I
mean. Terrorists, including Hitler, always claim to
have God on their side; atheists have reason on their
side. Atheists always vote for good men of faith; the
religious vote only for their own.

Summary of Board Meeting
(Held February 18, 2007)

Minutes: Minutes from the November Board Meeting
were approved.
 
Board members Mel Lipman, Carl Kaun, Bill Jacobs,
Jim Pierce and Iris Bernikow were in attendance.

The national office of AHA has asked to have a single
major contact named for our local chapter.  Mel
Lipman will be that contact.

Jim Pierce agreed to be Program Coordinator,
responsible for making arrangements for speakers at
meetings.  The board has identified Dr. Craig Walton
to speak to us in March, on morality and (non)atheism;
Prof. Tom Wright to address us in April on human
rights in Latin America, and Mr. Michael Estes to
discuss the influence of humanism on civil rights in
May. 

Carl Kaun requested as much advance information as
possible on speakers, to advertise in the newsletter and
on the web site.

The board requested a redesign of the web site to make
it more attractive and efficient.  Carl Kaun is working
on this redesign.  Carl also agreed to develop some

ideas on keeping newsletter, announcements, and
other lists current.

Neocon Denial (finale of a series)
By Elinor Holcomb

They are called the architects of the Iraq War - that is,
the neocon hawks who for three decades promoted an
invasion to topple Hussein, which they claimed would
be swift and easy.  Now they say the war they planned
got derailed by others' huge mistakes.  Like the
old-time Trotskyites, the neocons claim there was
nothing wrong with their ideas, only with the
blunderers who screwed up.

Richard Perle and Paul Wolfowitz began promoting
the war back in the 70's when government
functionaries.  Perle later shrilled that failure to invade
Iraq "will open the floodgates of terror against us." 
He now calls the war "a catastrophe" and blames it on
"devastating dysfunction" in the Oval Office.  "I'm
damned tired of being called an architect of the war,"
he fumes.

Wolfowitz when serving in the Carter Administration
was first to cite Iraq as a threat to American interests. 
Such was his war fervor in the 90's he was dubbed
"Wolfowitz of Arabia."  He said installing democracy
would be easy because Iraq had no history of sectarian
conflict.  On the eve of invasion he predicted victory
in seven days.

The war was largely a neocon creation; yet they lay all
failure on Bush.  In '02 Douglas Feith and Abram
Shulsky set up a secret mini-intelligence agency in the
Pentagon.  They assembled unvetted information and
information embroidered in light of their ideology and
channeled it to the Oval Office and to friendly media. 
Output of the office, some called a "propaganda
shop," surpassed that of other sources and became the
major shaper of war planning and public opinion.

At that time Collin Powell, no neocon, was working
on a Future of Iraq plan.  He utilized 17 federal
agencies and assistance of 240 knowledgeable Iraqi

(Neocon continued on page 6) 
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(Neocon continued from page 5)

exiles.  The expert team compiled thousands of pages
of plans and delivered it to the Pentagon.

The plan was dead on arrival.  Donald Rumsfeld had
decided to put Feith in charge of the planning.  Feith
scrapped Powell's yearlong project and drew up plans
based on information supplied by Iraqi exile Ahmed
Chalabi, whose information was later discredited.  Yet
neocons complain planning was faulty.

Rumsfeld joined forces with the neocons back in the
70's when he, Wolfowitz, Perle and Dick Cheney were
serving in the Nixon administration and discovered
themselves to be hawks of a feather and scornful of
Nixon's détente foreign policy.  Up to the eve of being
fired recently he insisted the war was going well.  The
reason for those low poll ratings, he said, was the
biased press which focused on gore.  Rumsfeld ignored
Colin Powell's early warnings against sending
insufficient troops, demanding troops be stripped to a
minimum.  Precision bombing, combined with a small
swift-moving ground force could do the job.

David Frum, who co-authored Bush's 2002 Axis of
Evil speech, now thinks "defeat may be inescapable."
Blame for the disaster, Frum charges, "lies at the
center of the Administration."  Frum and Perle wrote a
book arguing that the United Nations has proven
incapable of establishing peace and law, and since
"American armed might alone" had that capacity it was
"our vocation" to use it.

Kenneth Adelman, Pentagon insider and member of
Bush's Defense Policy Board, wrote in the Washington
Post "I believe that demolishing Hussein's military
power and liberating Iraq would be a cakewalk."  He
now opines that the Administration loaded the dice
against success with its pre-war decisions.  In his view
all of the national security team had huge flaws and
together were "deadly dysfunctional."

William Kristol, neocon editor of the
Murdock-financed Weekly Standard, has been highly
critical of the war's conduct.  On the eve of war he
predicted that Iraq would become a beacon for
democracy and the other Arab states would "jump on
the bandwagon."

James Woolsey, another Defense Policy Board
member, urged invasion with a blitz of articles and
speeches.  He now is contemptuous of how the
military used tactics discredited in Vietnam.  Woolsey
says the Iraq War may end in American defeat with
"awful, awful consequences."

John Hopkins professor, Elliott Cohen was a neocon
recruit who became a strong voice for invading Iraq. 
He now says he had no idea "how incredibly
incompetent we would be."  He fears our failure raises
the risk of terrorism on American soil.  Cohen bleakly
predicts, "we're headed for a very dark world because
the long-term consequences are very large, not just for
Iraq, not just for the region, but globally."

In the early 90's a persistent neocon drumbeat for an
Iraq war was ignored by Bush Sr., who dismissed the
neocons as "the crazies in the basement."  During the
Clinton Administration they urged setting up an Iraq
provisional government in Kurdistan to recruit an
army for invasion.  Their fantasy died after being
derided by General Anthony Zinni as "a recipe for a
Bay of Goats."

Let us hope the devious demented neocons are soon
consigned, alongside the Trotskyites, to the dustbin of
history.

Supreme Court Accepts FFRF Case
(Hein v. Freedom From Religion Foundation)
An FFRF announcement at http://www.ffrf.org

The U.S. Supreme Court will hear a lawsuit filed by
the Freedom From Religion Foundation challenging
the government preference for religion shown by the
creation of the White House Office of Faith-based
Initiatives. The Supreme Court has agreed to consider
the Bush Administration's claim that it can use
taxpayer money to support religion without complaint
by taxpayers.

The Foundation, along with its three taxpayer
plaintiffs--Dan Barker, Annie Laurie Gaylor, and
Anne Nicol Gaylor – filed suit in 2004, challenging
the faith-based office at the White House and at
several Cabinets. A federal judge dismissed the

(Hein continued on page 7)



Page 7                                             HALVASON Newsletter                                                   March 2007
 

(Hein continued from page 6)

The Seventh Circuit Court of Appeals earlier this year
reinstated the lawsuit, holding that tax money raised
by Congress, which then goes to executive officials,
cannot be used to support religion in violation of the
Establishment Clause. The Bush Administration
appealed the Foundation's victory to the Supreme
Court. Oral arguments were heard by the U.S.
Supreme Court on Feb. 28.

"We believe that the Court of Appeals was correct in
its decision," said Dan Barker, Foundation
co-president. "We welcome the Supreme Court's
review to eliminate any doubt. If in fact
Congressional appropriations can be used by the
Administration in disregard of the Establishment
Clause, then Congress and the American public
should know that."

"If we were to be denied standing, the court would be
saying no citizen has the right to challenge such
violations, and that executive-branch violations are
not subject to court review."

Foundation co-president Annie Laurie Gaylor noted
there is some confusion about the lawsuit. It does not
challenge the entire "faith-based initiative," she said,
because that initiative has been created in such a way
that one general challenge is not possible.

Nor does the question before the Supreme Court deal
with the merits of the lawsuit. At question is simply
whether taxpayers have the right to challenge the
White House faith-based office and its religious
activities. Its main action has been hosting faith-based
conferences for the benefit of religious groups
seeking funding that, in some instances, have been
compared to "revivals."

The standing question centers on three Supreme
Court precedents, two in the Foundation's favor:

Flast v. Cohen (1968) permitted a taxpayer challenge
of federal assistance to religious schools. The court
ruled that challenges could be heard that question the
use of "the taxing and spending power . . . to favor
one religion over another or to support religion in
general."

Bowen v. Kendrick (1988) also upheld taxpayers'
standing to challenge grants by a federal agency to
religious institutions. The court ruled that taxpayers
must simply show that Congressional taxing and
spending were necessary for the violation to occur.

In a third case, Valley Forge Christian College v.
Americans United for Separation of Church & State
(1982), the Supreme Court denied standing of
taxpayers to sue over transfer of an army hospital to a
religious group. This was the case cited as prevailing
by the lower court judge who threw out the
Foundation's federal lawsuit.

Judge Posner of the 7th Circuit, in his decision
reinstating the lawsuit, wrote:

"The present case is governed by Kendrick. The
taxpayers here are complaining about the use of
money appropriated by Congress under Art. I, Sec. 8,
to fund conferences that various executive-branch
agencies hold to promote President Bush's
'Faith-Based and Community Initiatives.' This is a
program that the President has created by a series of
executive orders."

". . . since the program itself is challenged as
unconstitutional, the fact that it was funded out of
general rather than earmarked appropriations--that it
was an executive rather than a Congressional
program--does not deprive taxpayers of standing to
challenge it," Posner concluded.

Posner wrote that it must be left to judges to decide
whether the initiative and conference amount to
"propaganda vehicles for religion."

The case is one of nine lawsuits the Foundation has
taken challenging various parts of the faith-based
initiative. So far, the Foundation has won five
significant victories in federal court, with four
additional ongoing lawsuits, including major
challenges of the infusion of faith and religion into
the Department of Veteran Affairs, and at the Federal
Bureau of Prisons. The Foundation is also awaiting
judgment in its federal challenge of a 24/7
bible-based residential program at a prison in New
Mexico.
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JOIN HALVASON AND THE AMERICAN HUMANIST ASSOCIATION

By joining the American Humanist Association (AHA), you will help to strengthen the voice of Humanism
nationally and receive the following benefits:

* A one-year membership in HALVASON, the Las Vegas AHA chapter
* The monthly membership HALVASON Newsletter, distributed by e-mail
* A one-year (6 issues) subscription to the Humanist magazine (newsstand price $28.50)
* A one-year (6 issues) subscription to the Free Mind, the AHA membership newsletter.
* Invitations to American Humanist Association conferences and seminars.
* Voting privileges. Use the power of your vote to direct the course of the organization.
* Discounts on conferences, books, audio, video tapes, Humanist jewelry, and AHA speciality items.
* Special bonus: a complimentary copy of Corliss Lamont’s classic book, The Philosophy of Humanism

To join via secure website, go to www.americanhumanist.org/secure/join.html or call 1-800-837-3792

To join by mail, complete the form below and mail with a check payable to American Humanist Association.

Please note that a portion of your dues is sent back to our local group to support its continuing operation.

Membership Information:

Student Membership . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $25.00
Introductory Membership . . . . . . . . . . . . .35.00
Renewal Membership . . . . . . . . . . . . .   47.50
Joint Membership . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   57.50
Committee of 1000 Membership . . . . .  100.00
Life Membership . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1500.00

Mail completed form and check to:
HALVASON
P.O. Box 363897
North Las Vegas, NV   89030

Published by the Humanist Association of Las Vegas and Southern Nevada (HALVASON), a chapter of the American
Humanist Association, a secular nonprofit organization providing a forum for Humanists and other free-thinkers in the Las
Vegas area. President: Mel Lipman, Vice President: Carl Kaun, Treasurer: Bill Jacobs, Board Members at Large: John
Powers,  Jim Pierce.  Newsletter Editor and Web Administrator: Carl Kaun.

Humanism: Enlightened by science, inspired by art, and motivated by love

for humanity and a strong belief in morality without supernaturalism. Visit

us at www.halvason.org or call 655-2431 for more information.

Name ____________________________________________

Address __________________________________________

City _____________________________________________

State _________________ Zip Code ___________________

e-mail ____________________________________________

Phone ____________________________________________

Membership Chapter: HALVASON



HALVASON, the Humanist Association of Las Vegas and Southern

Nevada, a chapter of the American Humanist Association, is a nonprofit,

educational organization whose main purpose is to promote Humanism as

a viable, joyous alternative to supernatural and theistic belief systems. We

promote the Jeffersonian principle of separation of religion and

government, the rights of non-religious people in our society, free inquiry

and thought, a naturalistic view of the universe and a reason-based, secular

ethical system. Our membership is open to all like-minded people without

regard to race, age, gender, sexual orientation, or physical disability. 

HALVASON
PO BOX 363897
N LAS VEGAS, NV 
89030-9998


