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To kick off the U.S. premier of a groundbreaking
three-part television documentary, "A Brief History of
Disbelief," its host Jonathan Miller appeared on the
"Bill Moyers Journal” May 4 at 9 p.m. The
unprecedented documentary, co-sponsored by the
American Humanist Association, will premier on
public television stations in some markets that same
day and in others over the following weeks.

The American Humanist Association applauds the
programming decision that made this possible. The
documentary, which was written by Miller, is the
first-ever historical account of nontheism on
television. It outlines nontheistic and humanist views
from the first religious skeptics in ancient Greece
through the influence of disbelief in the founding of
the United States to the role of humanism in public
life today. (A promo of "A Brief History of Disbelief"
can be found at
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qc2n4r-0sLU.)

"This compelling documentary series fills an
important gap in the public's understanding of the long
and complex history of nontheism," said Roy

Speckhardt, executive director of the American
Humanist Association. "This series dispels the
common misperception that nonbelief is a modern
invention. In fact, it's as old as civilization itself."

Said Fred Edwords, director of communications for
the American Humanist Association: ™A Brief History
of Disbelief' shows an important change in attitude
about nontheism. People are starting to realize what
Humanists have always known: that lack of a god
belief doesn't mean the lack of morality. As a result of
this, nontheism is beginning to gain acceptance in the
public square. One needs only look at the warm
reception of Representative Pete Stark's
announcement that he is a nontheist, or the fact that
recent atheist books by Sam Harris, Richard Dawkins,
and Daniel Dennett have made it to best-seller status.
Attitudes are clearly changing as people are persuaded
by Humanist ideals."

The series will feature interviews with leading
authorities, such as Richard Dawkins, Daniel Dennett,
the late Arthur Miller, and Steven Weinberg. Part | of
the series, titled "Shadows of Doubt," considers the

( continues on page 3)



Halvason’s speaker series and question and answer meetings are held on the third Sunday of every month at 2:00 p.m.
The location for these meetings is the Las Vegas Library Program Room at 833 Las Vegas Boulevard North.

Halvason hosts a joint forum with the Unitarian-Universalist Church of Las Vegas (UUCLYV) on the first Sunday of
every month at 11:30 p.m. at the UUCLYV facilities at 3616 East Lake Mead Boulevard, a block east of Pecos.

The public is welcomed at all HALVASON meetings. HALVASON meetings are highlighted in the following
chronological list of events of interest to HALVASON members.
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The Atheist Meetups are fun, social events held the third Tuesday of each month. HALVASON does not sponsor this
event, but considers it to be of possible interest to members.
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Mike Estes talks about the early civil rights movement with emphasis on the atheists, humanists and freethinkers
involved in that movement. Both Mel Lipman and Clark Adams have seen Mike’s presentation and describe it as very
exciting. This talk is co-sponsored with the Las Vegas Freethought Society. Look at Mike’s background on page 4.
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Why, in a nation where the constitution guarantees separation of church and state, would an agnostic, atheist or
humanist be incapable of gaining national office? Why is freethought seen to be synonymous with evil? Paul
LaCombe will facilitate this forum.
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First Friday is a monthly arts festival in downtown Las Vegas, occurring on the evening of the first Friday of each
month. HALVASON does "First Friday Freethought Style" with our friends of the Las Vegas Freethought Society
(LVFS). We meet at The Grill at around 6:00 p.m. for a snack or dinner, and follow the route subsequently.
Holsum Lofts is across from Grand Central Parkway, and is one of the stops on the trolley (free).

The Humanist Association of Las Vegas and Southern Nevada (HALVASON) is a secular nonprofit organization
providing a forum for Humanists and other free-thinkers in the Las Vegas area. Halvason officers include
President: Carl Kaun and Vice President: Mel Lipman. Newsletter Editor and Web Administrator: Carl Kaun. The
HALVASON website is at http://www.halvason.org. Board members may be reached by email at
member_first_name@halvason.org, or contact Carl Kaun at 702-897-0337.
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religious implications of 9/11 and examines theories
of the psychology of religious belief. In Part I,
"Noughts and Crosses,” Miller considers the
re-emergence of disbelief in the Renaissance and
Enlightenment as well as the perils of challenging
religious faith. "The Final Hour™" illuminates the
theories and philosophies of influential thinkers like
Thomas Paine, Charles Darwin, and Sigmund Freud,
as well as their impact on the way we see religion
today.

Funding for the U.S. premier of "A Brief History of
Disbelief" is provided by the American Humanist
Association, American Ethical Union, Center for
Inquiry, HKH Foundation, and Institute for Humanist
Studies. The program originally aired on the BBC in
the United Kingdom.
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Jonathan Miller's Documentary A Brief History of
Disbelief (http://www.abriefhistoryofdisbelief.org/) is
premiering in the US, but few PBS stations are
showing it. The British documentary traces the
history of atheism and skepticism in Western culture
and features interviews with Richard Dawkins, Nobel
Laureate Steven Weinberg and Arthur Miller.

Funding for the U.S. broadcast of A Brief History of
Disbelief was provided by the Institute for Humanist
Studies, the Center for Inquiry, the American Ethical
Union, the American Humanist Association, and the
HKH Foundation.

So far, Vegas PBS (KLVX, Channel 10) is not
planning to show this documentary. Please contact
them and ask them to air A Brief History of Disbelief.
Their contact info is:

Vegas PBS, 4210 Channel 10 Drive
Las Vegas, NV 89119

Phone: (702) 799-1010
Fax: (702) 799-2960
Email; taxtell@klvx.org
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(Washington, D.C., April 24, 2007) Today the
American Humanist Association called on individual
Americans as well as institutions to fly American flags
at half staff until the wars in Irag and Afghanistan end.

"This will honor our fallen troops and remind us of the
human cost of war,” said Mel Lipman, president of the
American Humanist Association. "It will be an
ever-present stimulus to help people remember those
who have died."

Individual humanists began asking for this campaign
immediately after reading news reports about U.S.
Army Sergeant Jim Wilt of Bagram Air Base in
Afghanistan. On April 23 Wilt wrote how he found it
ironic that flags were flown at half-staff nationwide
for the victims of the recent killings at Virginia Tech
yet they aren't lowered even on military bases for the
deaths of U.S. soldiers.

"Obviously, it was appropriate to mourn the deaths of
the students in Virginia," Lipman said, "but how can
we not similarly mourn the deaths of our young men
and women in uniform? As long as our service people
are dying at war, we should honor them by flying flags
at half-staff."

This practice is especially important now because
many Americans have been insulated from the true
impact of the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan. For
example, Lipman notes that the federal government
has enacted policies to veil the personal cost of war
from the public. "The administration won't allow the
media to show the flag-draped caskets of slain soldiers

(- continues on page 4)

The articles, submissions, and other material in the
HALVASON newsletter do not necessarily reflect
the views of HALVASON or its parent not-for-
profit American Humanist Association.

Please send article submissions and letters to the
editor to carl@halvason.org




(- continued from page 3)

returning home," he said. "Therefore, isn't it time that
ordinary Americans challenge this official
forgetfulness? The people shouldn't be shielded from
the supreme sacrifice that over 3000 Americans have
made. Flags flying at half-staff all around the country
in honor of our fallen will be a constant reminder of
that human toll.”

There are reasons why the American Humanist
Association, in particular, is the first organization to
make this call to the public. "Humanism means,
among other things, caring about human beings and
remaining thoughtful about the issues that matter
most," Lipman said.

Therefore, the American Humanist Association
encourages all citizens to start flying their flags at half
staff and start urging businesses, clubs, and
government entities at all levels to do likewise. A
groundswell of this activity can't help but raise the
consciousness of all.
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In response to expressed interest, HALVASON is
considering holding an additional monthly meeting.

The board desires this meeting to be a relatively
informal place to exchange thoughts about different
aspects of humanism and our relationships to our
communities, as the original Forum tried to do, but
there is also some sentiment that it be a more social
affair that encourages more identity and participation.
The board discussed the possibility of holding these
meetings at one or another restaurant, or possibly in
private residences with provided refreshments, to
foster the social element of the meeting.

As a starter, HALVASON has scheduled a meeting
June 24 (2007) at 1:00 p.m. in the Las Vegas Library,
and for the fourth Sunday of each month thereafter.
Our discussion at this first meeting might simply be
about what our members would like for this meeting.
But members and interested parties, please don't wait
to provide your inputs concerning such a meeting. We
welcome your ideas and thoughts to any member of

the board. Tell us what you would like, and help us
find a venue for the meeting that is good for everyone.
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Do you have a topic you’d like to discuss, or even
better, to facilitate at the Humanist /JUUCLV forum? If
so, please mention it to a HALVASON board member,
or contact Paul LaCombe (lacombe613@msn.com)
directly. Last month’s topic was sex, which is pretty
hard to improve on, but you can make quite a
reputation if you can do so.
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Mike Estes will be talking to HALVASON and LVFS
in a joint presentation on Sunday, May 20, about the
role of humanism and freethought in the early civil
rights movement. Both Mel Lipman and Clark Adams
have seen his presentation, and describe it as very
interesting and dynamic.

At six feet six inches tall, Mike Estes is certainly easy
to find in a crowded room! He is currently a member
of the Atheist Coalition of San Diego, and has been
involved with freethought organizations in the San
Diego area for over fifteen years. He was raised as a
Baptist until age twelve when he read The
Autobiography of Malcolm X and Introduction to
African Civilizations by atheist John G. Jackson. That
started him on a journey from religion to atheism that
took over ten years to complete.

Mike has a Bachelor of Science in Mathematics from
San Diego State University, is an Air Force veteran,
and is currently completing a sabbatical from his career
as a Quality Assurance Software Engineer, taken in part
to spend more time on issues related to freethought and
church-state separation.
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Following is a letter from Francis Mortyn, a San Diego
area Humanist, to the national organization, wondering
about the identification of humanists.

( " $ continued on page 5)



( ""$ continued from page 4)
The American Humanist Association needs focus on
its identity.

On January 22, 1877, the word “Humanist” arrived in
America. Applying it to Felix Adler, the New York
Daily Graphic said: “Dr. Adler preaches what is
known in Germany as Humanism.”

But Felix Adler didn't welcome the word Humanist.
He preferred instead to establish his own movement
with the name Ethical Culture. Ethical Culture today is
a Humanist religion — see <www.NYSEC.org>.

What, then, is Humanism? The Humanists who met at
the University of Chicago in the 1920s went public
with A Humanist Manifesto (1933). Its successor today
iIs Humanist Manifesto 3 (2003), the latest official
statement of what Humanism means. We publish it
from time to time in Freethought Forum. Why doesn't
it appear in every issue of The Humanist? Why isn't
the A.H.A. actively promoting its own official
statement of what it stands for?

Now The Humanist (May 2007) has proclaimed Alice
Hubbard a Humanist post mortem. She would
probably be surprised to learn that she's now
considered a Humanist.

Then there's Congressman Pete Stark. A longtime
Unitarian, he says he is an atheist. Is he also a
Humanist? Has he ever said so? Did he attach his
name to any of the Humanist Manifestoes? Has he
entered the Manifesto into the Congressional Record?
If not, why not? Unless Pete Stark is a Humanist, why
has the A.H.A. used its limited resources to publicly
identify itself with him?

Next time you see Humanist Manifesto 3, read it
carefully. You will see that it contains no mention of
words such as Unitarian or God or theist or atheist or
non-theist or agnostic or humanitarian or Democrat or
Republican. What, then, is a Humanist? It's pretty
clearly set out by the Manifesto, an official statement.
The term “Humanist” should not now be diluted into
meaninglessness.

$ 9 , 7

Matthew LaClair is a high school student in Kearney,
New Jersey. During his first week in class last year,
his history teacher, who is also a Baptist youth pastor
at a local church, basically preached, telling the
students that there were dinosaurs on Noah’s ark, that
evolution was not scientific, that if they did not accept
Jesus, they belonged in Hell, among other things.

Matthew complained to the school principal, and this
resulted in a meeting between the principal, the
teacher, and Matthew, at which meeting the teacher
denied making the statements. But Matthew had
recorded the classes, and presented the parties with the
undeniable proof that the statements were indeed
made. Nevertheless, everyone from the principal to
the school board stonewalled the issue, and it was not
until the story found its way to internet blogs that they
began to act on it.

The eventual outcome was an agreement by the
Kearny school to provide training of teachers in the
handling of religious issues.

Matthew has been the object of considerable hostility
in Kearny, and has been observed being taunted and
glared at by classmates.

May 10, 2007
Dear Matthew LaClair,

| would like to congratulate you today on behalf of the
American Humanist Association, my fellow
Humanists, and all others who support religious
liberty. Your personal courage at Kearny High School
in New Jersey, backed up by your family's successful
settlement of the matter with the Kearny Board of
Education, is nothing short of an inspiration.

We understand that the settlement will mandate
training for teachers and students about the separation
of church and state. One couldn't ask for a better
outcome! As we Humanists well understand, the
fundamental right of freedom of religion is secured by
the separation of church and state, and teachers and

( 3 continued on page 6)
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students need to be better educated about their rights
and responsibilities. Indeed, we hope the prediction of
Kenneth J. Lindenfelser, the Kearny School Board's
lawyer, is correct; we hope that your case "may set the
framework for how districts deal with these kinds of
situations in the future.” What a legacy your stand will
have bequeathed to the nation!

But in any case, the publicity generated by your actions
has already shed light on how proselytizing by teachers
can be detrimental to students. Young people may feel
they need to endorse the beliefs of such authority
figures in order to get a good grade, and may not
realize they have recourses if such prejudicial events
occur. Students don't relinquish their first amendment
rights when they enter the schoolhouse door.

Of course teachers have also learned, and will learn
more, from this important development. They wield
such enormous power in the lives of young people and
therefore have an equal responsibility to recognize and
be responsive to the diversity of all their students.
Training that outlines the duties of teachers to protect
and respect the rights of students, and likewise
understand where their own liberties begin and end in
this context, can only make them more capable role
models.

So it is with gratitude that | write you today, as |
express the praise of the organization | am privileged
to represent. Thank you for everything you have done.
And thanks as well to your family for standing so
steadfastly behind you.

Yours for America's finest values,

Mel Lipman, president
American Humanist Association
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The American Humanist Association will hold its 66th
Annual Conference this coming June 8 through 10, at
Red Lion on the River in Portland Oregon.

At the Conference, Joyce Carol Oates, the prolific and
respected award-winning writer, will accept the
Humanist of the Year Award. Oates is Roger S.
Berlind Distinguished Professor of English at
Princeton University, and is also associate editor of the
literary magazine, The Ontario Review.

Also, Paul Kurtz, the founder and chairman of the
Council for Secular Humanism, the Center For
Inquiry, and the Committee for Skeptical Inquiry, will
accept the Humanist Lifetime Achievement. In
addition to his work for several organizations he is
also the editor in chief of Free Inquiry magazine/

Many other noted humanists will also be speaking at
this conference. Register for the conference at:
http://www.americanhumanist.org/conference/index.p
hp, or contact a board member if you do not have
online access.
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| think it's past time that Halvason, in particular, and
the AHA, adopt an official resolution that our
American men and women be removed from Irag.
Removed not next year, or 2009, but right now.

This is not, and never was, a political question - which
would violate our non-profit status. This is strictly a
moral, ethical question. Our forces are out of whack
racially, financially, and many joined under false
pretenses. Either sent to the fight more times than
their enlistments stated, or having to stay (extended
tour) longer than promised.

Once these brave people come home, we can look
back (even to the 1st year wounded) to see the "care"
the Defense Department guaranteed these kids.

| find it obvious that this president fumed for 8 years
because his father failed to kill Saddam, thought he
could kill him quickly and easily with absolutely no
thought to the aftermath. This war has lasted longer
than WWII. Think about that. Afghanistan gave Bush
a way in, though most 9-11 hijackers were Saudi's.
This reminds me of 1977, when Carter spent his first
New Years Day in Tehran toasting the Shah by saying

( is continued on page 7)
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"I can think of no better place I'd rather be on this day
than with my good friend the Shah of Iran".

Bush wants no limits because he wants his
democratic successor to have to deal with shutting
this genocide down. Hundreds of thousands of Iragis
are dead, 4 million are refugees, 70,000 plus
"coalition™ troops wounded. Bush is guilty of
genocide.

The resolution need not name names, but the point
should be made. Humanists by a great majority can
have no other point of view. Our reputation abroad
has never, since Viet Nam at least, been the laughing
stock and received outright the hatred from former
allies and the rest of the world as it does now.

I know reasonable people can differ, but what do
Humanists stand for if not for stopping senseless
Killing?

Let's take a stand, even if it's five years late.

John Powers, Member, Board of Halvason
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extracted from the Religion Newswriters website
(www.religionlink.org)

It is widely debated how many Americans could be
classified under the category of unbelievers. Part of
the problem has to do with defining the category.
Some argue that only those who affirm that there is
no God or supernatural phenomenon can be classified
as true atheists. Others say the category should
embrace a “soft” atheism, or forms of agnosticism, or
simply indifference to religion. There are others,
including religious believers, who join forces with
nonbelievers in advocating for an absolute separation
of church and state.

As a result of these uncertainties, the number of
atheists or nontheists in the United States can range
anywhere from 1 percent of the country to 10 percent
or higher. The figure has been bolstered in recent

decades by a number of Americans who dissociate
themselves from organized religion.

* The 2001 American Religious Identification Survey,
which surveyed 50,000 people, put the number of
Americans affiliated with “no religion” at 29.4
million, a sharp rise from the 1990 survey that had the
figure of so-called “nones” at 14.3 million. The
survey, which was conducted by the Graduate Center
of the City University of New York, estimated that
1.9 million identified themselves as atheist or
agnostic.

» A March 2007 Newsweek poll shows that 91
percent of Americans voice a belief in God. That
figure reflects a fairly constant level of belief, as
indicated by this February 2003 Harris Poll showing
that nine in 10 Americans believe in God.

* A 2006 survey by researchers at the University of
Minnesota found that atheists are the least accepted
social group in the United States. The researchers say
atheists account for about 3 percent of the population.
The survey was published in the April 2006 issue of
the American Sociological Review.

* A January 2007 Gallup Poll shows that 32 percent
of Americans would like organized religion to have
less influence, 27 percent would like it to have more,
and 39 percent say that the current amount of
influence is just right.

* A February 2007 survey by the Pew Research
Center for the People and the Press found that nearly
four in 10 Americans say they would be more likely
to vote for a candidate who is “Christian,” the second
most positive trait tested. Moreover, 63 percent say
they would be less inclined to support a presidential
candidate who “does not believe in God,” which the
results indicated was the most negative trait tested.
Some 46 percent say that they would be less likely to
vote for a “Muslim” and 30 percent say they would be
less likely to vote for a “Mormon” candidate.

* A February 2007 USA Today/Gallup Poll showed
that 53 percent of Americans would be reluctant to
vote for an atheist candidate for president. That was
the highest negative figure in the survey, exceeding
the rank for a homosexual or Mormon candidate.

* An August 2006 Pew survey shows how divided
Americans are about whether there is too much or too
little religious influence in American politics and
society.
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JOIN HALVASON AND THE AMERICAN HUMANIST ASSOCIATION

By joining the American Humanist Association (AHA), you will help to strengthen the voice of Humanism
nationally and receive the following benefits:

* A one-year membership in HALVASON, the Las Vegas AHA chapter

* The monthly membership HALVASON Newsletter, distributed by e-mail

* A one-year (6 issues) subscription to the Humanist magazine (newsstand price $28.50)

* A one-year (6 issues) subscription to the Free Mind, the AHA membership newsletter.

* Invitations to American Humanist Association conferences and seminars.

* Voting privileges. Use the power of your vote to direct the course of the organization.

* Discounts on conferences, books, audio, video tapes, Humanist jewelry, and AHA speciality items.

* Special bonus: a complimentary copy of Corliss Lamont’s classic book, The Philosophy of Humanism

To join via secure website, go to www.americanhumanist.org/secure/join.html or call 1-800-837-3792
To join by mail, complete the form below and mail with a check payable to American Humanist Association.

Please note that a portion of your dues is sent back to our local group to support its continuing operation.

" BBBBBBBBBBBBBBRBBBBBBBBBBBBBBRBRRBBBBBBBBRRBB Membership Information:
BBBBBBBRBBBRBRRBBBBBBRBRRBRRRRRBBBBBBBBRRRR Student Membership .............. $25.00
Introductory Membership . ........... .35.00
7 BBBBBBBBBBBBRBBBBBRBRBBBBBBBBBRBBBBBRBBBBBBBB Renewal Membership .............

int Membership . . ...............
BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB C 7 BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB Joint Members P

Committee of 1000 Membership .. ... 100.00
-**  BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBB Life Membership ................ 1500.00
, $ BBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBEEEEEBEEE Mail completed form and check to:
HALVASON

o L 7.
P.O. Box 363897

North Las Vegas, NV 89030

Published by the Humanist Association of Las Vegas and Southern Nevada (HALVASON), a chapter of the American

Humanist Association, a secular nonprofit organization providing a forum for Humanists and other free-thinkers in the Las

Vegas area.
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