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Humanists Challenge AA Monopoly 
An American Humanist Association Press Release (Sept. 12, 2007)

 

Today the American Humanist Association notified its members, local chapters, and allies nationwide that there is
now a well-established legal precedent that Alcoholics Anonymous and Narcotics Anonymous are “pervasively
religious” recovery programs. Moreover, government officials shouldn't specifically promote religious programs to
the public, may not coerce incarcerated individuals into them, and may not sentence people to attend their meetings
without offering a secular alternative. This action by the American Humanist Association comes in the wake of the
September 7 decision by the Ninth U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals in San Francisco that the government can't force
parolees to attend such programs as a condition of staying out of prison.

“Our members and allies will now be more vigilant than ever in seeing to it that government agencies remain
scrupulously neutral in their advocacy of substance-abuse treatment programs,” said Roy Speckhardt, executive
director of the American Humanist Association. "Though public officials may prescribe self-help group attendance
in general, they shouldn't advocate for or discourage any particular program, especially if that program is religious."

Joseph Gerstein, M.D., past president of the SMART Recovery Self-Help Network, added: "The most up-to-date
scientific literature on substance abuse treatment has made it clear that matching a client to the most appropriate
resources for that individual produces the best outcome. This means that one size doesn't fit all. It is refreshing to
see the courts recognize that constitutional requirements coincide with established ethical and clinical imperatives."

SMART Recovery is a worldwide, science-based, secular substance abuse recovery program that, from its
inception, has been endorsed by the American Humanist Association and offered through many of its local
chapters. There are other such programs, including Secular Organizations for Sobriety, LifeRing and Women for
Sobriety, all of which contribute to greater public choice among mutual-help recovery group options. "While some
people may benefit from a religious program," added Dr. Gerstein, "that doesn't justify giving Alcoholics
Anonymous/Narcotics Anonymous a treatment monopoly. Millions of people would benefit most from a secular,
science-based program. And SMART Recovery was developed to help break that monopoly by offering a secular 

(Challenge continues on page 3)
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HALVASON and Related Activities

HALVASON’s speaker series and question and answer meetings are held on the third Sunday of every month at
2:00 p.m.  The location for these meetings is  the Las Vegas Library Program Room at 833 Las Vegas Boulevard
North

HALVASON’s forums are held on the fourth Sunday of every month at 1:00 p.m., in the Las Vegas Library
Program Room.  These forums provide an opportunity for wide-ranging discussions and fellowship. Time and
place of the forums is subject to change.
 

HALVASON hosts a joint forum with the Unitarian-Universalist Church of Las Vegas (UUCLV) on the first
Sunday of every month at 11:30 p.m. at the UUCLV facilities at 3616 East Lake Mead Boulevard, a block east of
Pecos.

First Friday is a monthly arts festival in downtown Las Vegas, occurring on the evening of the first Friday of each
month.  HALVASON does First Friday with our friends of the Las Vegas Freethought Society (LVFS).  We meet
at The Grill at around 6:00 p.m. for a snack or dinner, and visit the attractions after that.   Holsum Lofts is across
from Grand Central Parkway, and is one of the stops on the trolley (free).

The Las Vegas Atheist Meetups are fun, social events held at 7:00 p.m. on the third Tuesday of each month,
Jason’s Deli, 3910 S. Maryland Parkway (just north of Flamingo).  HALVASON does not sponsor this event, but
considers it to be of possible interest to members.

The public is always welcome at all HALVASON events.

Sunday, September 16 at 2:00 p.m., Las Vegas Library

Members Meeting: Modern Therapy, where the secular and the

spiritual collide (and sometimes overlap).

Moderator: Mr. Steven Kalas, counselor and R-J columnist.
 

Steven Kalas is a behavioral health consultant and writer. His column Human Matters appears on Sundays and
Tuesdays in the Living section of the Review Journal. He is also a former ordained minister who left, as he explained
in his June 19 column, "before he was lobotomized."

Sunday, September 23 at 1:00 p.m., Las Vegas Library

HALVASON Forum: What do participants want to do with this forum?
 

Last month’s Forum was a spirited discussion on various topics with old-timers and newcomers alike.  We never did
get around to discussing what we want the forum to do.  Maybe this month.

Sunday, October 7 at 11:30 a.m., UUCLV facilities

UUCLV/HALVASON Forum: Open discussion

Facilitator: Paul LaCombe

The Humanist Association of Las Vegas and Southern Nevada (HALVASON) is a secular nonprofit organization providing
a forum for Humanists and other free-thinkers in the Las Vegas area. Halvason officers include President: Carl Kaun and
Vice President: Mel Lipman. Newsletter Editor and Web Administrator: Carl Kaun. The HALVASON website is at
http://www.halvason.org.  Board members may be reached by email at member_first_name@halvason.org, or
contact Carl Kaun at 702-897-0337.
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(Challenge continued from page 1)

or religiously-neutral alternative that would work for
humanists, for atheists, and for religious people who
aren't comfortable with a blatantly faith-based
approach."

The case law on efforts to require parolee attendance
at religion-based treatment meetings has grown
clearer over the years. Since 1996 courts have
increasingly recognized that such a requirement
violates the First Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution. This precedent is now so well
established that nine state and federal courts have
ruled that a parolee has the right to be assigned to a
secular program. Moreover, the latest decision by the
Ninth Circuit makes it clear that a parole officer can
be personally sued for damages if he or she acts
otherwise.

"Though Alcoholics Anonymous and Narcotics
Anonymous are well-established programs that have
benefited many, their demand that participants
acknowledge a 'higher power' is religious," added
American Humanist Association President Mel
Lipman. "Federal courts for the Second, Seventh, and
Ninth circuits, as well as numerous lower courts, have
found that mandating the program constitutes a
violation of the First Amendment. We intend to make
sure that these established court precedents are
remembered and followed."

The latest case involved Ricky Inouye, who was
paroled in November 2000. His parole officer, Mark
Nanomori, ordered him to participate in a program
that included Narcotics Anonymous meetings, despite
the fact that Inouye, a Buddhist, had objected to
treatments with any religious content. When Inouye
refused to participate in the Narcotics Annonymous
meetings he was sent back to prison in November
2001 for violating his parole. Inouye died while his
suit was pending, and his son has continued the
litigation on his behalf.

Religious Pork Outed in Senate Bill

AHA Press Release, September 12, 2007

Today the American Humanist Association drew
attention to pork barrel funding for a sectarian
religious organization found in the Senate version of
the $106 billion transportation and housing bill.
Though the overall purpose of the bill is to
appropriate funds to develop and repair the nation's
bridges, highways and airports, support Amtrak and
provide grants for economic and housing
development, the legislation features numerous
home-state projects. One of these originates with
Senator Sam Brownback, R-Kan. and allocates
$850,000 for renovating the Morning Star Ranch in
Florence, Kansas.

According to the Morning Star Ranch website at
www.worldimpact.org/ministries/camps/msr.php the
ranch belongs to World Impact, an evangelical
Christian mission organization, and is primarily used
for the group's "Christian Leadership Training
Program," a two-year program for "single, urban
young men, ages 18-25, who have made a
commitment to Christ." The facilities are also
"available to other Christian groups."

"In other words, no Jews need apply," said American
Humanist Association President Mel Lipman, "nor
any other non-Christians, including humanists. This is
a clear and outrageous violation of the First
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution."

"The First Amendment specifically prohibits
Congress from this kind of government entanglement
with religion," added Roy Speckhardt, executive
director of the American Humanist Association. "This
isn't an example of the president using his
discretionary funds to support his pet faith-based
projects. Though we stand firmly in opposition to the
executive branch misusing public funds in this way,
what we see now is a new and disturbing development

(Pork coninues on page 4)

Please send article submissions and letters to the
editor to carl@halvason.org

The articles, submissions, and other material in the
HALVASON newsletter do not necessarily reflect
the views of HALVASON or its parent not-for-
profit American Humanist Association.
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(Pork continues from page 3)

with the Senate permitting such unconstitutional
religious favoritism and political pandering." 

AHA President Mel Lipman concluded: "Congress
hasn't passed any laws that would have explicitly
funded Bush's faith-based initiatives, but this bill
would step over that line. We humanists were hopeful
that the recent changes in Congress would have 
solidified its stance in support of Jefferson's Wall of
church-state separation, but now we're seeing
Congress taking the first step toward its own
faith-based initiative. As there's still a chance for this
bad decision to be righted by the Senate or in the
committee that reconciles the House and Senate bills
we'll be watching the result closely. This will be a test
as to whether an election-year Senate has become all
too willing to initiate legislation with a sectarian
religious bias."

The bill now under consideration is H.R. 3074, the
Transportation, Housing and Urban Development, and
Related Agencies Appropriations Act, 2008.

Letter: Does the punishment fit the crime?
by Elinor Holcomb

 As I write, an over-size mobile billboard advertising
the Chicken Ranch Brothel is cruising our Las Vegas
streets.  Las Vegans don’t condemn consensual sex
which is what is legally practiced at the Chicken
Ranch.  Las Vegans do condone arresting unlicensed
prostitutes, but prefer to let the Johns go free.

Is the rationale for the use of police entrapment in
public restrooms to prevent sexual activity from being
visually imposed on those visiting for another reason. 
That, of course, would constitute public lewdness, a
crime.  But does the mere invitation to consensual sex
constitute lewdness? Does invitation to participate in
sexual activity that never takes place a criminal act?

The trumpeted event in the Minneapolis restroom
invites a comparison.  A social critic writing about the
laxity of morality in late 19th century London
pithilycommented that people could do anything they
liked, so long as they didn’t do it in the street and
frighten the horses.  Not so unlike present day society,

no?

Just what exactly was the purpose of the trap set in the
Minneapolis restroom?  Was it basically for the
purpose of clearing the street, so to speak, of visible
unseemly behavior that might offend someone?  But in
a restroom the behavior in question doesn’t take place
within view, but behind a locked door.  Then, is the
entrapment for the purpose of protecting the sensibility
of that rare person inquisitive enough to squint through
the crack of a locked door?

If it’s the latter, surely the benefit does not outweigh
the gargantuan cost paid by the Idaho Republican
senator--branded a criminal, stripped of his career and
future life enjoyment.  Senator Craig may well be
contemplating suicide.  Did that event in the restroom
so harm another as to warrant demonization and
soul-shattering humiliation?  And what about the cruel
impact on his family?  Does the punishment fit the
crime? 

In the opinion of this heterosexual Democrat the
answer is no.  Can’t we find a fairer, more humane--for
that matter, less hypocritical--means of monitoring our
public restrooms?

AFA Faculty go public against evangelical

Christan bias in the military
 AHA Press Release, August 18, 2007

Three faculty members from United States Air Force
Academy (USAFA) in Colorado Springs,
Colorado--one of whom is also a former cadet--have
gone public today with their criticisms of evangelical
Christian proselytizing at the USAFA. They are joined
by another former cadet now serving in Iraq. One
faculty member has been reassigned to the Air
Command and Staff College at Maxwell Air Force
Base in Alabama.

Their articles appear as the cover story in the
September/October issue of the Humanist magazine,
released today in both print and online versions. Under
the general title Higher Power: Is Evangelism Still in
Command at the U.S. Air Force Academy, their articles
challenge head on the problem of official proselytizing  

(Bias continues on page 5)
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and they critique behind-the-scenes realities.

Philosophy professor Carlos Bertha takes readers back
to 2004 when the controversy over religious favoritism
and intolerance at the USAFA became a national
media story. He then brings them forward to the
present with calls for better understanding and more
vigorous application by the military of the U.S.
Constitution. Lt. Col. James E. Parco and Dr. Barry S.
Fagin set forth specific changes needed at the USAFA
and offer a 2003-2007 timeline of the religious scandal
there. Second Lt. Patrick Kucera relates his personal
struggles as an atheist who challenged Academy
policies while a cadet. He graduated in 2004 and is
currently deployed in Iraq.

Editor Jennifer Bardi brings it all together in her
opening editorial and ties the controversy to broader
aspects of this issue that go beyond the USAFA, as
evidenced by recent news stories on the filming of a
video at the Pentagon promoting the Christian
Embassy. 

Humanist Sherwin Wine Mourned
AHA Press Release, July 23, 2007

Rabbi Sherwin T. Wine, the creator of Humanistic
Judaism and the 2003 Humanist of the Year of the
American Humanist Association, was killed Saturday,
July 21, in a car crash while vacationing in Morocco.
He was 79.

“Rabbi Wine was a visionary,” said Mel Lipman,
president of the American Humanist Association. “He
inspired generations with the idea that people can be
good without belief in a god. And he saw Judaism as a
shared culture rather than a religion, helping to build
several nontheistic communities that directly guided
and shaped thousands of lives.”

Wine was a graduate from the University of Michigan,
where he received bachelor’s and master’s degrees in
philosophy. A long-time theological skeptic, his
dissonance with traditional Judaism as a faith was
reconciled with his discovery of humanism, a
nontheistic moral philosophy. He went on to found

several successful organizations that promoted this
philosophy and culture, such as the Center for New
Thinking in Birmingham, Michigan, the Society for
Humanistic Judaism, the International Institute for
Secular Humanistic Judaism, and the Humanist
Institute.

Wine publicly spoke often about humanism,
delivering inspiring lectures and giving interviews
through many venues as well as debating such
religious fundamentalists as Jerry Falwell and Meir
Kahane. In addition, he performed thousands of
humanist weddings, memorials, bar and bat mitzvahs,
and baby-naming ceremonies. And he coined the
English word “ignostic,” designating a person who
holds that the god concept is meaningless as opposed
to being coherent enough to allow God's existence to
be judged true, false, or unknown.

“Rabbi Wine taught that values such as reason and
compassion were humanity’s saving grace, not
adherence to religious dogma,” added Roy
Speckhardt, executive director of the American
Humanist Association. “He knew that we must live
our one and only lives to the fullest, and do as much
good as possible in the limited time we have on this
earth. He not only promoted these ideals, through his
oratory and his organizations, but more importantly
served as a model by living them in his own life. His
is an example that inspires us all and will live on in
the lives he touched and in the lives his writings will
continue to touch.”

Albert Ellis, 1971 HOTY, dies
AHA Press Release, July 25, 2007

Humanists across the nation awoke this morning to
the sad news that leading humanistic psychologist
Albert Ellis had died Tuesday, July 24.

Named by the American Humanist Association as its
1971 Humanist of the Year, Ellis was a leading
sexologist, psychologist, psychotherapist, and
psychological theorist. His revolutionary views on
psychology and sexual liberation, plus his forthright
atheism, made him an iconoclastic figure in the 1960s
and 70s. In a 1982 survey conducted by the American 

(Ellis continued on page 6)
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Psychological Association he was ranked the second
most influential psychotherapist of the previous
hundred years (with Carl Rogers, the 1964 Humanist
of the Year, placing first and Sigmund Freud third).

Considered by many to be the founder of
cognitive-behavioral therapies, Ellis pioneered the
development of rational emotive behavior therapy
(REBT), a "humanistic, action-oriented approach to
emotional growth." He acknowledged that his method
takes a page from the philosophy of the ancient Stoics;
it regards how people think about adversity as
determining, to a large extent, how they cope with
adversity. In the 1990s Ellis wrote on this subject in a
regular column in the Humanist magazine.

"As a long-time admirer and personal acquaintance of
Dr. Ellis, I am greatly saddened by his death," said
Fred Edwords, director of communications for the
American Humanist Association. "But as one who
shares his philosophy, I accept the inevitability of this
moment and take pleasure in the positive impact his
work has had and will continue to have on countless
lives."

Ellis was born on September 27, 1913, in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania, to a Reformed Jewish family, which he
regarded as the cradle of his atheism, and grew up in
New York City. He received his doctorate in
psychology from Columbia University in 1947 and
began teaching at Rutgers and New York University.
In 1959 Ellis established the Albert Ellis Institute (then
called the Institute for Rational Living), a non-profit
organization whose mission was and remains to
promote REBT by training therapists, conducting
research, and counseling clients. He personally
practiced psychotherapy, marriage and family
counseling, and sex therapy for over 60 years and
wrote over 600 articles. His 79th book, a textbook on
Personality Theory, was completed shortly before his
death and will be published posthumously in early
2008.

"The humanist movement has lost an irreplaceable
theorist and advocate of humanism," declared
American Humanist Association President Mel
Lipman. "He put the humanist philosophy to work in

ordinary people's lives and proved how liberating
humanism can be."

Court Allows Voting in Churches
AHA Press Release, July 31, 2007

Summary judgment was lost today in Rabinowitz v.
Anderson, the case launched by the Appignani
Humanist Legal Center (AHLC) in its constitutional
test of voting in churches. The case was filed
November 29, 2006, in response to a specific abuse
during the recent midterm elections.

U.S. District Judge Donald L. Middlebrooks disagreed
with the AHLC's overwhelming evidence that the
pervasive use of churches as polling stations violates
the constitutional principle of government neutrality
on religion. But the stakes in this case were unusually
high. A decision favorable to the AHLC could have
set the wheels in motion to outlaw the use of churches
as polling places across the nation, resulting in the
reassignment of polling places from coast to coast.
The judge didn't appear up to making that bold move.

Judge Middlebrooks wrote, "This is not a case where a
governmental actor actively placed a religious icon or
message at a voting location, or on another piece of
government property." He also said, "Voting in a
secular election, even in the presence of religious
objects, is not equivalent to state-sponsored prayer at a
public school graduation." For the complete decision,
go here.

"We're saddened by this decision," said Roy
Speckhardt, executive director of the American
Humanist Association (AHA), "but the struggle isn't
over. We haven't ruled out an appeal in this case and
will relaunch this case in another jurisdiction,
challenging a similar abuse. We have members all
over the United States who have answered our call to
report these abuses or be plaintiffs."

Churches are the most common polling locations in
America. This means that, during the process of
voting, many citizens are surrounded on all sides by
religious symbolism and, sometimes, politicized
religious propaganda. This not only creates a 

(Voting continues on page 7)
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religiously charged and politically biased atmosphere,
but it also serves to promote the specific church
hosting the polls.

Rabinowitz v. Anderson highlighted this flagrant
disregard of church-state separation. The polling place
of plaintiff Jerry Rabinowitz was at Emmanuel
Catholic Church in Delray Beach, Florida. Even
before entering the voting area he had to walk past a
church-sponsored "pro-life" banner framed by
multiple crosses. Then, inside, where he checked in
and where he voted, Rabinowitz faced prominent
religious symbols and slogans.

"Such a religiously-charged environment can serve to
intimidate or unduly influence a person's vote," added
AHA president and constitutional law professor Mel
Lipman. "Recent studies reveal that environmental
cues have a measurable effect on electoral results.
Therefore, the government must provide a neutral
setting for voters, free from religious or other
influences. Sadly, due to Judge Middlebrooks'
decision, many barriers still stand in the way of
guaranteeing this kind of atmosphere on voting day
for all Americans."

The AHLC will continue to oppose the constant
encroachments made on church-state separation by
the Religious Right under the administration of
George W. Bush. "Despite this setback, we will
continue to send a clear message to politicians at
every level that violations of religious liberty and
church-state separation simply can't be tolerated," said
Lipman. "We the people value our religious and
voting freedoms and will remain vigilant so these
freedoms are respected."

The Appignani Humanist Legal Center is part of the
American Humanist Association. Consisting of over
two dozen humanist lawyers and backed by humanists
from coast to coast, it is the first nontheistic legal
center in the nation's capital.

For further information on this case, go to
http://www.humanistlegalcenter.org/cases/cp/cppressr
elease.html

 

HALVASON Library “reopens”
 

Actually, it’s Bernie Mesco’s library of books and
pamphlets of interest to Humanists that he has
generously made accessible by HALVASON
members.  The way it works is:
1. Make a selection from the current list of books and

pamphlets.  The list can be found in a labeled
folder on the literature table at the general meeting
each month.  Please take a copy with you to keep.

2. Fill out the checkout form on the back of the list.
3. Give the form to Bernie at a meeting.  If he doesn’t

already have the book with him at the meeting, he
will bring it with him to the next one.

4. You can also call Bernie at 240-9889 to request
that he bring a book to the next general meeting.

5. Return the book to Bernie at a future meeting.

List of books and pamphlets:
• The Best of Robert Ingersol, by Roger E. Greeley
• The Way of Ethical Humanism, by Gerald A. Larue
• Ancient Myths and Modern Life, by Gerald. A.

Larue
• The Way of Positive Humanism, by Gerald A.

Larue
• In Defense of Secular Humanism, by Paul Kurtz
• Science as a Candle in the Dark, by Carl Sagan
• Billions and Billions, by Carl Sagan
• Staying Sane in a Crazy World, by Sherwin T.

Wine
• An Anthology of Atheism and Rationalism, by

Gordon Stein
• Freethought on the American Frontier, by Fred

Whitehead
• Lucifer’s Handbook, by Lee Carter
• The Essential Atheist Lexicon, by Lee Carter

(pamphlet)
• The Origin Christianity - The True Story, by Lee

Carter (pamphlet)
• Fighting Back - A Manual for Freethinkers, by

Tim Madigan and Tom Flynn
• Bible Stories as You’ve Never Heard Them (The

Gospel According to the Women), by Betty Willis
Brooks

• Asimov’s Guide to the Bible, by Isaac Asimov
• How to think about Weird Things, by Theodore

Schick, Jr.
• Imagine No Superstition, by Stephen Frederick

Uhl
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Rational Atheism
An open letter to Messrs. Dawkins, Dennett,

Harris and Hitchens

By Michael Shermer

(Ed: this article (excerpted here) originally appeared in the
September 2007 issue of Scientific American, and is a
reply to the “new atheism” that seems to have arisen)

Since the turn of the millennium, a new militancy has
arisen among religious skeptics in response to three
threats to science and freedom: (1) attacks against
evolution education and stem cell research; (2) breaks
in the barrier separating church and state leading to
political preferences for some faiths over others; and
(3) fundamentalist terrorism here and abroad.

(Ed: not just stem cell research, but many areas dealing
with reproductive rights)
 
Among many metrics available to track this skeptical
movement is the ascension of four books to the august
heights of the New York Times best-seller list—Sam
Harris’s Letter to a Christian Nation, Daniel
Dennett’s Breaking the Spell, Christopher Hitchens’s
God Is Not Great and Richard Dawkins’s The God
Delusion—that together, in Dawkins’s always
poignant prose, “raise consciousness to the fact that to
be an atheist is a realistic aspiration, and a brave and
splendid one. You can be an atheist who is happy,
balanced, moral and intellectually fulfilled.” Amen,
brother.

Whenever religious beliefs conflict with scientific
facts or violate principles of political liberty, we must
respond with appropriate aplomb. Nevertheless, we
should be cautious about irrational exuberance. I
suggest that we raise our consciousness one tier
higher for the following reasons.

1. Anti-something movements by themselves will fail.
Atheists cannot simply define themselves by what
they do not believe. As Austrian economist Ludwig
von Mises warned “An anti-something movement
displays a purely negative attitude. It has no chance
whatever to succeed. Its passionate diatribes virtually
advertise the program they attack. People must fight
for something that they want to achieve, not simply
reject an evil, however bad it may be.”

2. Positive assertions are necessary. Champion
science and reason, as Charles Darwin suggested: “It
appears to me that direct arguments against theism
produce hardly any effect on the public; & freedom of
thought is best promoted by the gradual illumination
of men’s minds which follow[s] from the advance of
science.”

3. Rational is as rational does.  It is irrational to take a
hostile or condescending attitude toward religion
because by doing so we virtually guarantee that
religious people will respond in kind.

4. The golden rule is symmetrical. In the words of the
greatest consciousness raiser of the 20th century,
Martin Luther King, Jr., “In the process of gaining
our rightful place, we must not be guilty of wrongful
deeds. Let us not seek to satisfy our thirst for freedom
by drinking from the cup of bitterness and hatred. We
must forever conduct our struggle on the high plane
of dignity and discipline.” If atheists do not want
theists to prejudge them in a negative light, then they
must not do unto theists the same.

5. Promote freedom of belief and disbelief. A higher
moral principle that encompasses both science and
religion is the freedom to think, believe and act as we
choose, so long as our thoughts, beliefs and actions
do not infringe on the equal freedom of others. As
long as religion does not threaten science and
freedom, we should be respectful and tolerant
because our freedom to disbelieve is inextricably
bound to the freedom of others to believe.

As King also noted: “The marvelous new militancy
which has engulfed the Negro community must not
lead us to a distrust of all white people, for many of
our white brothers, as evidenced by their presence
here today, have come to realize that their destiny is
tied up with our destiny. And they have come to
realize that their freedom is inextricably bound to our
freedom.”

Rational atheism values the truths of science and the
power of reason, but the principle of freedom stands
above both science and religion.

Michael Shermer is publisher of Skeptic
(www.skeptic.com).
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JOIN HALVASON AND THE AMERICAN HUMANIST ASSOCIATION

By joining the American Humanist Association (AHA), you will help to strengthen the voice of Humanism
nationally and receive the following benefits:

* A one-year membership in HALVASON, the Las Vegas AHA chapter
* The monthly membership HALVASON Newsletter, distributed by e-mail
* A one-year (6 issues) subscription to the Humanist magazine (newsstand price $28.50)
* A one-year (6 issues) subscription to the Free Mind, the AHA membership newsletter.
* Invitations to American Humanist Association conferences and seminars.
* Voting privileges. Use the power of your vote to direct the course of the organization.
* Discounts on conferences, books, audio, video tapes, Humanist jewelry, and AHA speciality items.
* Special bonus: a complimentary copy of Corliss Lamont’s classic book, The Philosophy of Humanism

To join via secure website, go to www.americanhumanist.org/secure/join.html or call 1-800-837-3792

To join by mail, complete the form below and mail with a check payable to American Humanist Association.

Please note that a portion of your dues is sent back to our local group to support its continuing operation.

Membership Information:

Student Membership . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $25.00
Introductory Membership . . . . . . . . . . . . .35.00
Renewal Membership . . . . . . . . . . . . .   45.00
Joint Membership . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   55.00
Committee of 1000 Membership . . . . .  100.00
Life Membership . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1500.00

Mail completed form and check to:
HALVASON
P.O. Box 363897
North Las Vegas, NV  89030

Published by the Humanist Association of Las Vegas and Southern Nevada (HALVASON), a chapter of the American
Humanist Association, a secular nonprofit organization providing a forum for Humanists and other free-thinkers in the Las
Vegas area. 

Humanism: Enlightened by science, inspired by art, and motivated by love

for humanity and a strong belief in morality without supernaturalism. Visit

us at www.halvason.org or call 433-5210 for more information.

Name ____________________________________________

Address __________________________________________

City _____________________________________________

State _________________ Zip Code ___________________

e-mail ____________________________________________

Phone ____________________________________________

Membership Chapter: HALVASON



HALVASON, the Humanist Association of Las Vegas and Southern

Nevada, a chapter of the American Humanist Association, is a nonprofit,

educational organization whose main purpose is to promote Humanism as

a viable, joyous alternative to supernatural and theistic belief systems. We

promote the Jeffersonian principle of separation of religion and

government, the rights of non-religious people in our society, free inquiry

and thought, a naturalistic view of the universe and a reason-based, secular

ethical system. Our membership is open to all like-minded people without

regard to race, age, gender, sexual orientation, or physical disability. 

HALVASON
PO BOX 363897
N LAS VEGAS, NV 
89030-9998


